COMPARISON OF EWGA AND WSGA HANDICAP SYSTEMS
For 2011, EWGA Madison has switched from using the WI State Golf Association (WSGA) for recording handicaps to promoting the EWGA handicap system already included in the cost of your membership dues.  Since we are no longer paying our league courses for handicap fees, you are responsible for entering your own scores using your personal computer for either the EWGA national system or, if you choose, the WSGA system.

When trying to decide which system to use, the main reason to use the WSGA system is whether you plan to compete in Women’s WSGA tournaments and events, which require a WSGA handicap.  Another reason to stay with WSGA might be because you wish to retain your history of scores from 2004 to the present rather than input those scores into the EWGA system to compile your history there.
Otherwise, both systems are essentially the same as far as how to record your scores.  Step-by-step instructions for either system are available on the EWGA Madison website on the Handicap page.
· You will need the following information:

· Your user ID and password – for EWGA, that is your primary email address and your current password.  If you are a new member, use Password1 (case sensitive) the first time and then change your password to what you want.  For WSGA, you use your assigned WSGA 6-digit number and your password.
· Score Date – date you played the golf round

· Course Name – name of the golf course you played.  Your home course comes up automatically. A down arrow lets you browse for “away” courses in WI or the USA.  
· Holes – select either 9 or 18 holes

· Tees – you select the color tee from which you played, e.g., women’s red.  Based on this information, the course rating and slope figures should come up automatically.  If not, the information will be on the course score card.
· Score – in either system, you can enter just the total score or hole-by-hole scores.

· Statistics – when recording hole-by hole scores, both systems allow for recording fairways in regulation, greens in regulation, putts, penalty strokes, sand saves, etc. through use of “track stats”.  EWGA has a more extensive report of compiled statistics.
· You will need at least 5 rounds of 18 holes or 10 rounds of 9 holes to calculate a handicap index.  From 5 rounds of 18 (minimum) up to a full 20 rounds of 18, the lowest differentials are used on a graduated scale as your number of recorded rounds increases.
· Both systems require that you enter your adjusted score following the Equitable Stroke Control (ESC) guidelines, a system that gives you a maximum score per hole depending on your handicap index.   [See the Handicap page on the EWGA Madison website for more explanation of ESC.]
NOTE: Both the EWGA and WSGA handicaps are allowed for purposes of competing in the EWGA Chapter Championship, Regionals, and the National tournament.  If you have questions, contact Lauri Droster at lauri.droster@rbc.com or Cyndi Owens at cyndio2578@aol.com. 
